
STEWARDSHIP
PLANNING 
at Messiah College

Create     A LEGACY

NEXT 
PAGE



2 2

Contents
PRESIDENT’S LETTER

OUR MISSION

THROUGH THE YEARS

HERITAGE SOCIETY

GIFT ANNUITIES

BEQUESTS

CHARITABLE TRUSTS

ENDOWED FUNDS

ESTATE PLANNING

CLICK SECTIONS BELOW TO GO TO THAT PAGE



3 3

The theme I selected for my inauguration, 
“Created and Called for Community,” highlights 
the distinctives of Messiah College’s mission—ac-
ademic excellence integrated with Christian faith 
characterized by a spirit of graciousness and hope; 
a commitment to service, leadership and recon-
ciliation; and a passion for engaging our com-
munities. Those who financially support Messiah 
College do so precisely because of its unique heri-
tage, mission and identity. We want to perpetuate 

this legacy. Will you partner with us in this endeavor?    
By including the College in your will, making a deferred gift arrangement or 

establishing an endowed fund, you can partner with us to educate future servant 
leaders. I extend the College’s most sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all those 
who so generously support us. These tangible investments are vital and deeply 
appreciated.  

Messiah College welcomes your commitment as we build on our rich heri-
tage and seek to nurture a faith-based academic community that equips students 
to become agents of positive change in the world. By creating your legacy at 
Messiah College, you will help us fulfill that institutional calling for generations 
to come. Thank you!

Respectfully,

Kim S. Phipps 
President

Dear Friend of Messiah College,
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Messiah College is a Christian college of the liberal and 

applied arts and sciences. The College is committed to an 

embracing evangelical spirit rooted in the Anabaptist, Pietist 

and Wesleyan traditions of the Christian Church. Our mission 

is to educate men and women toward maturity of intellect, 

character, and Christian faith in preparation for lives of  

service, leadership, and reconciliation in church and society.

Our mission 
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1909  Messiah Bible School and Missionary Training Home is founded (received 
charter) by the Brethren in Christ church.

1910 Classes open with 12 students Sept. 26. S. R. Smith serves as president.
1911  School moves to Grantham, where S. R. Smith and his wife had developed a 

number of businesses including a noodle factory and the Grantham Bank.
 Old Main is built, and students move in.
1917  A group of 45 faithful Brethren in Christ ministers, bishops and church mem-

bers gather to discuss the fate of Messiah April 5. They commit themselves to 
the continuation of the school and will raise $4,800 in 15 months. 
 
C. N. Hostetter Sr. becomes the second president.

1920 Messiah begins to offer college-level courses.
1921 First junior college class graduates.
1923  A devotee of farming and education, Enos Hess becomes Messiah’s third  

president.
  Messiah Bible School and Missionary Training Home’s  name is changed to 

Messiah Bible College.
1934  C. N. Hostetter Jr. becomes the fourth president and sets accreditation as one 

of the College’s goals.
1945  Expecting a sudden increase in students at the end of World War II, the Board 

of Trustees approves a building plan, the Extension Fund Campaign.
1946  Messiah Bible College gains junior college accreditation from the Pennsylvania 

State Council of Education.
1950  Messiah offers four-year B.R.E. (Bachelor of Religious Education) and the 

fifth-year Th.B. (Bachelor of Theology) degrees.
1951  With a new charter, Messiah Bible College officially becomes Messiah 

College.
1960  Arthur Climenhaga becomes the fifth president and leads the College through 

the accreditation process.
1961   The falcon becomes the College mascot. Faculty and students review the athlet-

ic program and recommend expanded intercollegiate athletic competition.
 The chapel is completed.
1962 Messiah College expands its campus across the Yellow Breeches.
1964  D. Ray Hostetter becomes the sixth president, navigating the College into an 

era of broad growth and initiating programs to enhance connections between 
faith and learning.

1965 Upland (formerly Beulah) College merges with Messiah College.
1966 Messiah College gains complete regional accreditation.
1968  In a pioneering partnership with Temple University, the Philadelphia Campus 

of Messiah College is established.
 Enrollment exceeds 500 students.

1969 Kline Hall of science is completed.
  At the forefront of the national movement toward an interdisciplinary core 

curriculum, Messiah develops general education courses.
  Middle States Association of College and Secondary Schools approves 

Messiah’s five secondary programs (at the time): math, biology, chemistry, 
English and social studies. Since then, various programs have been added and 
approved.

MESSIAH COLLEGE

1917 1923

THROUGH THE YEARS
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1972  The Brethren in Christ church forms a covenantal, rather than legal, relationship 
with Messiah College. 
 
Eisenhower Campus Center and the covered bridge are dedicated.

1975 Enrollment exceeds 1,000 students.
1981 Climenhaga Fine Arts Center is completed.
 Messiah joins the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), Division III.
  Messiah College enters into an educational partnership with Daystar Institute of 

Nairobi, Kenya.
1984 Messiah College celebrates its 75th anniversary.
 E. Morris Sider’s “Messiah College: A History” is published.
1987  Messiah College sponsors the first National Multicultural Student Leadership 

Conference for Christian colleges.
 Enrollment exceeds 2,000 students.
1991 Frey Hall is completed.
1994  D. Ray Hostetter retires after 30 years. Rodney J. Sawatsky becomes the seventh 

president.
1996 Enrollment exceeds 2,500 students.
1998 Joy Yu-Ho Wang ’98 becomes Messiah’s first Rhodes Scholar.
  For the first time since Messiah’s earliest years, Commencement is held outdoors 

May 16.
1999 Jordan Science Center opens for classes.
2001  Messiah shifts its academic structure to a university structure and introduces its five 

schools led by five new deans: the School of the Arts; the School of Education and 
Social Sciences; the School of Health and Natural Sciences; the School of the 
Humanities; and the School of Mathematics, Engineering and Business.

2002  The Oakes Museum, featuring Smithsonian-quality collections of North American and 
African wildlife, seashells, bird eggs and fossils, opens to the public.

2003  Boyer Hall, housing the School of Education and Social Sciences and the School of 
the Humanities, opens for classes.

  Messiah launches its Harrisburg Initiative as a more intentional engagement of the city. 
It includes a student residential facility and the research, consultation and service work 
of Messiah programs and centers.

 Enrollment exceeds 2,900 students. 
  
  Messiah offers more than 50 majors and minors, as well as 14 teacher certification 

programs and six pre-professional programs.
2004 Larsen Student Union opens for students.
2005  Kim S. Phipps becomes eighth president and first female president of Messiah College.
  The men’s and women’s soccer teams make NCAA history by both winning the 

Division III national championship in the same season.
2006  Messiah completes the $50 million To serve and To Lead: The Campaign for Student 

Enrichment at Messiah College, its most ambitious campaign to date.
2009  Messiah College becomes the first in the NCAA Division III history to win three 

championships — in men’s soccer, women’s soccer and softball – in one year.  
2010  Three new graduate programs are added: M.A. in youth and young adult ministries, 

M.A. in higher education and a Master’s in Education. 
 
Reconstruction of the Bowmansdale Bridge

2013  The Calvin and Janet High Center for Worship and Performing Arts opens its doors.

19981994
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“ I am a Heritage 
Society member 
because I know 
Messiah College 
graduates are mak-
ing a significant and 
lasting impact for 
God in our world.” 

— J. Harold Engle 
’58, Heritage Society 

member

What is the Heritage Society?
The Messiah College Heritage Society is a group of special 
friends who have remembered the College in their estate plans 
through wills, deferred gift arrangements or endowed funds.

How can you become a member?
Although not exhaustive, the following is a list of the most 
common ways you can become a Heritage Society member:

•  Include the College in your will.
•  Establish a gift annuity or charitable trust.
•  Create an endowed scholarship fund. 
•   Name the College as a beneficiary of a life  

insurance policy, pension plan or IRA. 

Your membership in the Heritage Society will encourage others 
who also may wish to support Messiah College through planned 
giving. 

If you already have included Messiah College in your estate 
plans but have not notified the College, we encourage you to do 
so. This makes it possible for us to thank you for remembering 
the College in your long-range planning and to keep you up-to-
date about what is happening at Messiah. (Should your situation 
or estate plans change, please feel free to contact us about that, 
as well.)

Enjoy the benefits of Heritage Society membership
•   Be included in Heritage Society-sponsored events, such as bus trips, 

dinner concerts, etc.
•   Receive Stewardship News, the semi-annual newsletter that includes 

planned giving opportunities, College news and event information.
•   Create an enduring legacy that will help preserve Messiah’s rich 

heritage and ensure its promising future for generations to come.
•   Receive an invitation to the annual Legacy Dinner.
•   Be remembered on your birthday.
•   Receive the annual President’s Report.

Messiah College faithfully honors requests for anonymous membership.

ERITAGE SOCIETYH
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“ For many years I 
have been endeared 
to Messiah College 
through my involvement 
with the Mechanicsburg 
Rotary Club. I contrib-
uted on an annual basis 
for years, and as my 
interest in the College 
grew, I felt the urge to 
make a more meaning-
ful donation. Through a 
charitable gift annuity, 
I feel I have the ‘best of 
both worlds’ as I benefit 
from payments during 
my lifetime and have the 
satisfaction of knowing 
my gift is advancing 
the mission of Messiah 
College.” 

—The late Ed Stansfield, 
friend of Messiah College

What is a Messiah College gift annuity?
A Messiah College gift annuity is a wonderful way to make a 
meaningful gift while enjoying income and tax benefits that can 
enhance your future financial position. You can make a donation 
of cash or securities in the form of a gift annuity and, in return, 
be paid a lifetime annuity based on your age and the amount of 
your contribution. Messiah College requires a minimum $5,000 
contribution to create a charitable gift annuity. 

You may choose from two types of charitable gift annuities 
— immediate and deferred. With a deferred gift annuity, the 
payments commence more than one year after the annuity is 
established. 

Enjoy the benefits of a Messiah College gift annuity
• Receive income that cannot be outlived.
• Realize the potential to significantly increase current income.
• Receive partial tax-free payments.
• Benefits from a charitable income tax deduction.
• Help Messiah College fulfill its mission.

IFT ANNUITIESG

How does a gift annuity work?
IMMEDIATE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
ILLUSTRATION:
Mrs. Smith wants to benefit Messiah College students and 
has decided to make a $10,000 gift of cash in exchange for an 
immediate Messiah College gift annuity. Based on Mrs. Smith’s 
age of 76, she would receive:

•   A 6% life annuity on $10,000 or an annual income of $600, 
of which $499 would be tax-free.

•   An immediate income tax deduction of $4,303.
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DEFERRED CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITY ILLUSTRATION:
Mr. Jones, age 60, would like to make a $10,000 
gift of cash in exchange for a Messiah College 
charitable gift annuity. However, he does not 
need income now and desires to defer income 
payments for 10 years. Mr. Jones would receive:

•   A 6.7% life annuity on $10,000 or an 
annual income of $670, of which $413 
would be tax-free. Payments begin 
10 years after date of the gift. 

•   An immediate income tax deduction 
of $3,264.

This education illustration is not professional tax or legal advice. Consult a tax adviser about your specific situation. 
Annuity rates may change. The illustrations above reflect rates as of March 2013. For current rates, or to receive a 
confidential, personal illustration, please contact the Department of Planned and Leadership Gifts at 717-796-5051  
or 800-215-5344. Or, visit our website at

How does a gift annuity work?

AGE RATE
60 4.4%
65 4.7
68 4.9
70 5.1
72 5.4
74 5.7
76 6.0
78 6.4
80 6.8
82 7.2
84 7.6
86 8.0
88 8.4
90 9.0

RATES FOR ONE LIFETIME MESSIAH 
COLLEGE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES

http://www.messiah.edu/development
http://www.messiah.edu/development
http://www.messiah.edu/development
http://www.messiah.edu/development
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“ Our financial planning 
reflects our life’s values. 
We feel Messiah’s 
mission is worthy 
of our support and 
involvement.”  

—J-Lynn ’56 and Harriet 
(Dohner) ’58 Conrady

Over the years, Messiah College has relied on bequest gifts to 
enhance educational programs; provide student scholarships; 
maintain and improve facilities; and build endowment.

How can you make a bequest?
Any assets, including cash or property, may serve as a bequest. 
The most ideal assets are those that produce income in respect 
of a decedent. Since retirement plans are often the most highly 
taxed asset in a person’s estate, many people realize that pension 
plans, IRAs and 401(k) plans are some of the most efficient types 
of assets that can be used to satisfy their charitable bequests. 

Types of bequests
GENERAL BEQUEST: a gift of a specific dollar amount

SPECIFIC BEQUEST: a gift of property

PERCENTAGE BEQUEST:  a gift representing a percentage  
of an estate

Giving through a bequest enables you to:
•   Receive a 100% estate tax charitable deduction 

on the value of the property given to charity. 
•   Avoid capital gains and income taxes.
•   Know that Messiah College benefits from the full 

value of your gift. 
•   Provide a meaningful gift even if circumstances hinder 

you from giving during your lifetime. 

Sample bequest language
I, [name], of [city, state, ZIP] give, devise and bequeath to 
Messiah College, situated in Grantham, Pennsylvania [written 
amount, description of property or percentage of the estate] for 
its unrestricted use and purpose.

EQUESTSB
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Consider a codicil
A charitable bequest may be added or modified 
by a codicil. This supplement to a will may be 
more simple and economical than having a new 
will drafted. 

Other beneficiary designations
In addition to designating retirement accounts 
or commercial annuities for charitable purposes, 
life insurance is often used. 

Because the original need for particular life 
insurance policy may no longer be valid, many 
consider giving life insurance policies to further 
the mission of Messiah College. These gifts may 
be made in several ways:

•   Name Messiah as a beneficiary of an existing 
life insurance policy. 

•   Purchase a new policy and make the College 
owner and beneficiary. (Premium payments 
made by the donor are income tax-deductible.)

•   Transfer ownership of an existing policy to 
Messiah College, which then becomes the 
beneficiary. (You can receive a federal income 
tax deduction for the lesser of the net premiums 
paid or the amount equal to the approximate 
cash value of the policy.)

Careful consideration should be made as 
to which method of giving life insurance is 
best for you and your financial and estate 
planning needs. 
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“ We wanted to share our 
assets with Christian 
people and organiza-
tions that will have a 
major impact on church 
and society.”  
—Larry and Lois Gladfelter 

What is a charitable trust?
A charitable trust is perhaps the most versatile tool in charitable 
gift planning, because it can provide a way for charitably minded 
individuals to make a meaningful, irrevocable gift while preserv-
ing economic security for themselves and their loved ones. There 
are many different trust options, but the most common are:

CHARITABLE REMAINDER ANNUITY TRUSTS (CRATS)

CHARITABLE REMAINDER UNITRUSTS (CRUTS)

CHARITABLE LEAD TRUSTS (CLTS)

Enjoy the benefits of a charitable trust
•   Receive an immediate income tax deduction.
•   Alleviate possible management and/or marketing burdens if 

trust is funded with managed property (real estate). 
•   Create a more stable retirement resource when the trustee sells 

appreciated assets tax-free and places them in a diversified 
portfolio.

•   Receive possible federal estate tax savings because the property 
placed in trust is no longer part of a taxable estate.

How do CRATs and CRUTs work?

HARITABLE TRUSTSC

       CHARITABLE 
ORGANIZATION

•   Receives any assets 
remaining in the 
trust when the ben-
eficiary is deceased 
or at the end of a 
set number of years 
(maximum of 20).

       DONOR
•   Transfers asset to 

CRAT or CRUT

•   Receives immediate 
income tax deduction

•   Receieves either a 
fixed dollar amount 
each year (CRAT or a 
set percentage of the 
trust value (CRUT) as 
an annual payout.

       CRAT/CRUT
•   Trustee sells asset and 

reinvests for greater 
return.

•   Pays no capital gain 
tax on the apprecia-
tion at the time of sale.

•   Trustee pays either 
fixed dollar amount 
(CRAT) or a percent-
age of trust assets 
(CRUT) yearly.

Asset

At trust  
termination

Annual 
annuity 
payout or 
% of trust 
annually
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“ We really just 
wanted to give 
back to Messiah—
and particularly 
to the accounting 
program, which has 
been so special to 
us. We have always 
felt it was important 
to give, and 
supporting the great 
Christian education 
that Messiah offers 
has been rewarding 
for us.”  
— Scott ’89 and Gaye 

Heintzelman                                                                                                                                

Assist deserving students. Enhance educational  
programs. Enrich the College community.
Establishing an endowed fund is a wonderful way to partner 
with Messiah College and create an enduring legacy. These funds 
provide for:
•   Student scholarships
•   Endowed chairs
•   Service or mission opportunities
•   Faculty/student research projects
•   Other special initiatives

They are PERPETUAL.
Only the fund’s income or a certain percentage of its value may 
be distributed each year for its designated purpose. Because 
principal is not spent, students will benefit from your prudent 
planning and generosity for generations to come. 

They are PREDICTABLE.
Each year, endowed funds supply consistent income to help fund 
Messiah College’s various programs. This regularity enables the 
College to plan more strategically for the future. 

They are PROTECTED. 
Donor endowed funds at Messiah College are set aside and kept 
separate from operating and capital fund accounts. Once you 
enter into an endowed fund agreement, you can be sure that your 
endowed fund will be secure and that the terms will be carefully 
followed. 

They are PERSONAL.
Endowed funds are often named for the person or family who es-
tablishes the fund or for someone they wish to honor or memo-
rialize. In addition, you may tailor the purpose of your endowed 
fund to benefit a specific area of interest. Donors also enjoy op-
portunities to correspond and meet with the student or students 
who benefit from their endowed fund. 

NDOWED FUNDSE



14 14

How to fund your endowment
A minimum contribution of $25,000 is required to 
establish an endowed fund. 

FUND IT NOW: You may establish an endowed 
fund now through gifts of cash or securities. This 
option will enable you to enjoy watching your fund 
grow and benefit current Messiah College students. 

FUND IT LATER: If it is not feasible to start an 
endowed fund now, you may wish to consider these 

possibilities:
•   Make a bequest from your will.
•   Establish a charitable gift annuity.
•   Form a charitable trust.
•   Designate Messiah College as a beneficiary 

of IRAs or insurance policies.

FUND IT NOW and LATER:  You may want to 
fund your endowment over a period of years and 
still benefit current students. In this case, your year-
ly contribution will be split between principal and 
a current pass-through award. For example, if you 
make a yearly gift of $6,000, then $5,000 could go to 
principal and $1,000 could serve as a pass-through 
award. At the end of year five, the fund would be 
fully endowed.

A variation of this pass-through option would be to 
make arrangements through your estate to establish 
an endowed fund while also funding current pass-
through awards.

Year Gift Amount Principal Pass-Through
1 $6,000 $5,000 $1,000
2 $6,000 $5,000 $1,000
3 $6,000 $5,000 $1,000
4 $6,000 $5,000 $1,000
5 $6,000 $5,000 $1,000
Total $30,000 $25,000 $5,000
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“ The Messiah 
College planned 
gifts group has 
given us invaluable 
guidance in the 
development and 
implementation of 
the estate plan for 
our family business. 
They have helped 
provide solutions 
for the transfer of 
our business to 
the next generation 
and offered support 
and critical advice 
at each step in the 
process.”  

— Chris Bingaman 
(left) VP Sales 

Bingaman & Son 
Lumber

What is estate planning? 
In its broadest sense, estate planning covers the process of accu-
mulating, managing and distributing property over the course of 
a lifetime. In other words, it is practicing good stewardship. 

Revisions in tax laws and regulations, new economic situa-
tions or changes in family situations may make it necessary to 
revisit your estate plan on a regular basis. Through carefully 
balancing your needs and those of loved ones—and considering 
your favorite charitable interests—you can create significant ben-
efits for all concerned.

How does Messiah College’s estate planning 
service benefit you?
•   Receive a professional, objective and confidential 

estate plan analysis and recommendation.
•   Enjoy peace of mind from receiving technical 

assistance and follow-through.
•   Take advantage of a no-cost, no-obligation service.

How does the service work?
We will meet with you to discuss your current and future income 
needs, your desire to transfer assets (during life or at death) and 
tax savings opportunities. Following the analysis, our profes-
sional team will provide a recommendation, either to affirm the 
validity of your current estate plan or to present several estate 
plan options for your consideration. Since our service is meant to 
complement, not replace, that of your personal advisers, we are 
happy to meet with you and your advisers throughout the plan-
ning process.

STATE PLANNINGE
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Meet our estate planning team  
and professional partners 

ROBERT O. BROWN ’82, CFP
Director of Planned and Leadership Gifts
Bob is a graduate of Messiah College and received 
his master’s degree in financial planning from The 
College of Financial Planning. He is also a certified 
financial planner and has worked in the Office of 
Development at Messiah since 1992.

DAVID FOSTER, JD, CLU, ChFC, CAP
David is an independent consultant who has more 
than 20 years of experience advising families in 
the areas of estate planning, philanthropy, business 
continuations and wealth transfer planning. David 
earned a law degree from Widener University School 
of Law and has earned the designations of Chartered 
Life Underwriter, Chartered Financial Consultant 
and Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy from the 
American College. He is registered as a certified 
education instructor and has conducted numerous 
continuing education courses for financial profes-
sionals and CPAs across the country. David has 
provided consulting services to a number of char-
itable organizations including the Boys and Girls 
Clubs and Bethesda Mission. He has also written 
numerous articles that have been published in trade 
journals including Broker’s World and Insurance 
News Net Magazine. David has also authored a book 
titled “Wealth Utilization and the Butterfly Effect – 
Maximizing the Positive Impact of Wealth.”

OUR PROFESSIONAL PARTNERS:
Trusts and annuities created at Messiah College are 
administered by State Street Global Advisors and 
Cornerstone.

www.ssga.com   

Typical assets used in planned giving
•   CASH
•   MARKETABLE SECURITIES
•   REAL ESTATE
•   CLOSELY-HELD SECURITIES
•   LIFE INSURANCE
•   TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY

www.cornerstone-companies.com

http://www.ssga.com
http://www.cornerstone-companies.com
http://www.ssga.com
http://www.cornerstone-companies.com
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I/we would like to learn more about:
☐ How to include Messiah College in my/our will(s)
☐ Gift annuities
☐ Charitable remainder trusts
☐ Endowed funds
☐ Other deferred giving arrangements 

Your stewardship plans
☐ I/we have included Messiah College in my/our will(s).
☐ I/we have created an endowed fund at Messiah College.
☐  I/we have named Messiah College as a remainder beneficiary  

of a trust, annunity or some other instrument.
☐ I/we wish to be anonymous member(s).

Create     A LEGACY

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP CODE 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

13_1685

http://www.messiah.edu/development
http://messiah.giftlegacy.com
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